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Kanchiputu, G.P. & Mwale, M. (2016). Effects of Domestic Violence on Children’s Education: The Case Study of Mpemba, in Blantyre District (Malawi). Journal of Psychological Abnormalities, 5:2
I. Question: What are the effects of domestic violence on children’s education?
II. Design: The authors came up with their own research design. The study used both qualitative and quantitative paradigms in which data was collected through questionnaires, focus group discussion as well as through oral interviews.

A. The research sample was 60, which comprised of 15 teachers (with five teachers drawn from each school), 15 students, 10 parents, 5 police officers and 15 children.

B. Systematic and convenience sampling techniques were used in data collection

C. Instruments of data collection: Questionnaires focus group discussion and oral interviews.
III. Results: The authors findings showed that;

A. 100 percent of students and 88.2 percent of adults indicated that domestic violence is common within the community. 

B. 90 percent of learners have experienced domestic violence at a particular time in their lives.

C. 88.2 percent of adults indicated that most children get easily exposed to domestic violence within the households.

D. Children are sometimes mistreated during the mishap of domestic violence. 

E. Majority of perpetrators of domestic violence are mothers at 30 percent

F. 80 percent of students who witnessed these violence did not report the cases

IV. Discussion: From these results, the authors concluded that domestic violence against children negatively affects education of the victim (child) in one way or the other.
A. The causes of domestic violence against children vary from one household to another. The main cause being the powerless status of children. Poverty is also another crucial cause of this violence among households. Drug and alcohol abuse as well cause domestic violence. Child misbehavior is also a key cause of the violence since parents or guardians may apply excessive force while disciplining the child thus leading to domestic violence.
B. Suggestions:

1. The authors recommended that parents should be enlightened on children rights through civic education so as to prevent violence against children.
2. They suggested also need for a center where victimized children can go to get help.
3. Police should also be vigilant and arrest perpetrators of domestic violence in homesteads.

C. Limitations: 
1. The authors admitted that the crucial limitation of this study was that Mpemba, in Blantyre, and cannot be a true representation of other places.
2. The sample was unclear did not specify on gender based sample population. 
3. The sample size was supposed to be equal for respective groups, for instance if teachers sample size was 10, students could be 10, police officers 10 and so on.

D. Further research 
1. The authors recommended for further research in near future to ascertain their findings and add to existing body of knowledge on domestic violence.

2. Repeat of the same study in different district 

E. Critique: I agree with the authors that domestic violence against children negatively affects education of the victim (child) in one way or the other. The authors did not mention much on various categories of domestic violence like emotional violence, sexual violence and economic violence. They dwelt more on physical violence. I recommend for a further study to focus on the three forms of violence and find out their effects as well.
F. Generalizations: Stakeholders in education sector and law enforcement officers may use this information to:

A. Find solutions to domestic violence against children

B. Establish measures that can support victims of domestic violence.
APPENDIX: Attached is a copy of the article. More information about the journal can be accessed on https://www.omicsonline.org/open-access/effects-of-domestic-violence-on-childrens-education-the-case-study-ofmpemba-in-blantyre-district-malawi-.pdf 
